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Taking a walk with Nehemiah

Book Review: Joseph W. Daniels Jr.
“Walking with Nehemiah: Your Community is Your
Congregation,” published by Abingdon Press.

N 444 BCE, despite great opposition from his enemies,

Nehemiah, who was cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of

Persia, rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

During that same time in history, on the

Peloponnesian peninsula, Athens was preparing to
fight Sparta. The Athenians sent a message to their
enemies: “If Athens defeats Sparta, not a stone will be
left standing.”

The Spartans’ response was spectacular: “If.”

The audacity of this idea of “if” is one embraced
by the Rev. Joseph W. Daniels Jr. in his new book,

“Walking with Nehemiah:
Your Community is Your
Congregation.”

What if the church rises to
the challenge to connect with
the community around it in
meaningful ways? What if
people realize that the mission
God has called them to begin
is just outside the church’s
doors? What if we realized
that heartbreak is really a call
to action? What if the church
surrendered itself, if it took
outlandish risks to serve people, if it aligned itself with
God, if it dared to extend an invitation to work that was
really an invitation to grace?

What if church and mission field became one?

“If the church is going to effectively engage with the
community around it, which by biblical origin we have
been commanded and shown how to reach, we must
spend time seeing, hearing, feeling, touching, embracing
and loving our mission field,” Daniels wrote. “We must
behave as if the community is our congregation. The
streets are our sanctuary. The back alleys are our altars
of blessing. Farmlands are our fields of opportunity. New
housing developments become our narthex through
which new life is ushered. And strip malls of suburbia
become creative places for leading people to salvation.”

Using the story of Nehemiah, Daniels provides a game
plan, a permission slip, a springboard and a map to help
churches fulfill the best parts of this “if/then” proposition
to create revitalized churches that truly matter.

Combining practical, step by step instructions with
the biblical story of how Nehemiah “experienced the
hand of God” the book creates potential for those willing
to dive into the “ifs.”

Daniels advises:

1. “Feel your heartbreak. It isn’t until you know for
whom or what your heart breaks that God can
reveal where in the community and with whom
your ministry needs to be done.

“Pray for next steps.

“Give it your all. ... At some point God’s call to
engage yourself in transformative work is going
to require that you be passionately ‘all in’

“Take the risk. ... When we surrender our agenda
to God’s agenda, God can use our position to turn
things around for the better.

“Inspect your mission field. ... Too often we
identify a need based on statistics of what we
think needs to be done, instead of building
relationships with those in the community and
letting them tell us what they will partner with us
to accomplish.

“Gain commitment.

“Get to work. ... People need to know what their
assignments are and what is expected of them.
Additionally, folks need to learn how to stay in
their lane while supporting the common good.

“Expect opposition. ... It is critical to keep your
attention on those who are engaged and not be
distracted by others.

9. “Build momentum.”

As superintendent of the Greater Washington District
and lead pastor of Emory Fellowship in Washington,
Daniels often signs his e-mails, “Stay Encouraged.”

That might be a tenth step in the Nehemiah journey
of church transformation.

If you're seeking a pathway for your church to move
toward wholeness, “Walking with Nehemiah” is a very
good start.

- Reviewed by Melissa

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

EMBRACING THE SUPREMACY OF SCRIPTURE

Recently, I submitted my 62nd charge conference
report to the Rev. Ann Laprade at Potomac UMC. My
first was as a student pastor in the fall of 1952. I still
feel very strongly that pastors and laity should give an
account of their Christian stewardship.

I wanted to find our historical and doctrinal roots;
therefore, I searched the Discipline for guidance in this
age of catastrophic perils. The doctrinal statement that
stood out was the supremacy of Scripture. This led me
to consider Mark 1:14b-15: “Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and saying,
‘the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the Gospel.”

What will be the direction of The United Methodist
Church at the next annual conference in 2015, and
especially the General Conference in 2016?

My prayer is the Gospel and the Holy Spirit will lead
us into a new age of personal Christian experience of
forgiveness and redemption. By grace we are a redeemed
people. By grace we shall bear the fruit of the Gospel in
the coming years.

Prayers, grace and peace;

I am yours in Christ,
Rev. Edison M. Amos, retired
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Board of Child Care

By MELISSA LAUBER
UMConnection Staff

HE BOARD OF Child Care, which addresses the

needs of more than 1,300 area youth and their

families, is entering a new age of partnership with

the Baltimore-Washington Conference, said its new
executive director Laurie Anne Spagnola.

“Our historic partnership with the church, which I
hope continues to grow, is grounded in hope for the
future, power in the present,” Spagnola said.

This spirit of hope and empowerment was celebrated
at a Children’s Sabbath Oct. 18 at the Board’s main
campus in Randallstown, where the Rev. Stacey
Nickerson led worship and a series of conversations and
activities designed to deepen commitment.

New to the program this year are almost 50 non-
resident youth, who fled their homes in Latin America to
immigrate to the United States. The Board of Child Care
is providing shelter for this group of mostly boys and
helping them find a path for their futures, said Kristian
Sekse, director of development and communications.

The Board also provides residential programs in
Randallstown, in Denton, Md., and in Martinsburg, W.Va.,
for abused, abandoned and neglected children who are
dealing with emotional and behavioral issues; community-
based group home programs in Maryland and Virginia;
mental health services; foster care and adoption services
and an early childhood education center in Washington.

The Board’s $32 million outreach to children, which
began as three Methodist orphanages in the 1800s and
early 1900s, is now acknowledged nationally for its
cutting-edge expertise.

Amid this expertise, Spagnola, Nickerson and Sekse
hope to bring a renewed sense of spirituality and increased
participation of Baltimore-Washington Conference churches.

During the worship at the Children’s Sabbath celebration,
the Rev. Craig McLaughlin of Mt. Zion UMC in Bel Air,
shared the emotional story of his daughter Hannah, her
addiction to heroin and her death by overdose in March.

Amid the horrors and heartbreak of Hannah’s

brings hope, healir

story, McLaughlin poured out his heart and his deep
conviction that followers of Christ need to be bold in
their outreach. “We are called to see each and every child
as precious in God’s sight and renew our commitment to
do all that’s in our power for the least and the forgotten,”
he said. “We need to be setting audacious goals, huge
goals to double or triple our children’s ministries, and
then we need to pray. God will work miracles,” he said.
McLaughlin is familiar with miracles in ministry. Ten
years ago, with just one man’s prayer, Mt. Zion started
and now continues to run an orphanage in

Namibia called Children of Zion Village.
Today the 61 children living in the

orphanage pray for Mt. Zion UMC

and  those prayers mean everything,
McLaughlin said.

The church also has recently
begun supporting Samaritan
Women, a group that fights human
trafficking in Baltimore (see page
5). Following intense moments of
prayer, money was given to buy
a house and to pay for
programing for the

girls who

have been

rescued.

“If you just

say yes, just

get in the boat

and go with Jesus,

God will provide,”

McLaughlin said.

We can do far more
than we think we
can. We just need
to start.”

Melissa Lauber

g, to thousands

To volunteer at the Board of Child Care,
Kristian Sekse recommends a visit to
discover what needs or programs most
excite you. The Board offers countless
ways to assist children, he said. To learn
more, contact the Rev. Stacey Nickerson at
revstaceynickerson@gmail.com.

Some ideas to make a difference in the
lives of children include:

1. Start a Saturday morning breakfast for
children at your church.

Visit www.opentable.com to learn
about this unique ministry in which
eight people become a board of
directors of one vulnerable youth, and
help him or her find their way for a year.
Create a sexual abuse prevention
ministry. Teach kids to be safe.

If you don’t have a Vacation Bible
School, start one. It's okay to begin
small.

Start an evening Sunday School for
children and youth.

Start a music and arts camp.

Start a sports camp.

Start anything that kids will express an
interest in.

Start a Celebrate Recovery program,
called The Landing for youth or
Celebration Place for children.

Partner with a school.

Find ways for youth and young adults
to get involved with anti-trafficking
programs.

Learn about the Conference Council
on Youth Ministries (http://bwcumc.
org/ministries/conference-council-on-
youth-ministries/) and get involved.
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Creativity sparks Imagine No Malaria fundraisin K

BY ERIK ALSGAARD
UMConnection Staff

GAME OF TOUCH football in Carroll County

recently saved 4o lives. This past summer, a

camper near Chesapeake Bay, buying snacks at the

camp store, saved one-third of a life in one week.
And walkers at a West Virginia church recently saved 220
lives, all in one afternoon.

How is this possible?

Thanks to the creative efforts of these groups, and
other like-minded individuals around the Baltimore-
Washington Conference, the goal of raising more
than $1.9 million for Imagine No Malaria is nearing
completion.

Imagine No Malaria is a denominational effort to
eradicate the disease in Sub-Saharan Africa. So far,
United Methodists worldwide have raised $62 million
towards a goal of $75 million. Most of the money goes
to buy and distribute insecticide-treated bed nets,
which families use to prevent mosquito bites. Imagine
No Malaria also offers educational and communication
resources to help stop the disease.

The efforts are paying off. Since 2000, malaria deaths
have been reduced 42 percent globally, according to the
World Health Organization. However, in
2012, according to WHO, 9o percent of all
malaria deaths occurred in Africa, mostly «

At the Hampstead Cooperative Parish,
the Rev. John Rudolph simply put two
and two together to come with a way to raise money for
INM.

First, there was a need.

In the northern part of Carroll County, he said,
there are two well-run competitive football leagues for
children 8th grade and under. However, both involve full

body contact. Playing this way, he said, requires large
commitments of time and money from parents and

among children under 5 years of age.

children, as well as an increased risk of injury.

Rudolph began brainstorming with his 10-year old
son, Asher, looking for an alternative to the full-contact
version of the sport.

“Dad,” Asher asked, “why doesn’t our church sponsor
aleague?”

Thus was born an adapted version of 7 on 7, non-
contact, all-passing football that is popular in Texas and
Florida. Rudolph adapted the rules and made it 4 on 4
— one quarterback and three receivers, with no linemen
and no rushing the quarterback. The QB had 5 seconds
to throw the ball or he was “sacked.”

By August, he had four teams lined up. Each player
paid a $20 registration fee, which kept with Rudolph’s
goal of keeping the league low-cost.

“The parish sponsored all the costs,” said Rudolph,
“including t-shirts and footballs.” Six young adult men
from the church helped coach the teams, even though
only one of them had a son playing.

“We played our games in our cemetery at our
Greenmount location, so that didn’t cost us anything,”
Rudolph said.

The first two Wednesday’s in August, the teams
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practiced, then they played for six straight weeks.

The player registration fees totaled $400, Rudolph
said, and all that money went to Imagine No Malaria
“because it was our youth and kids ministry initiative”
for the parish.

“Excitement and awareness grew as the season went
on,” Rudolph said. “I look forward to having 50 or more
kids next year.”

Located on the banks of Chesapeake Bay, West River
United Methodist Center hosts hundreds of campers in
an idyllic setting every summer.

Part of the charm of summer camp is the Camp Store,
where everything from t-shirts to candy bars can be
purchased. For a kid away from home, maybe for the
first time, it’s a big step in learning how to manage one’s
money.

Director at West River, Andy Thornton, said that the
camp offers help in that area by putting limits on how
much a child can spend each day. The child’s money is
placed on deposit at the beginning of the week. At the
end of the week of camp, the child has the choice: get
their money back OR contribute it to the camp’s mission
project, which in 2014 was Imagine No Malaria.

Their goal for 2014: $600.

“We simply told the kids, ‘if you don’t claim your
money at the end of the week, it will go to Imagine No
Malaria,” Thornton said. “We talked about bed nets
and mosquitoes. I think the kids could relate to the
mosquitoes because we have them here.”

West River saw more than 600 overnight campers this
summer, Thornton said. Throughout the summer, during
times of devotions and on posters and conversations,
campers learned about Imagine No Malaria, thanks to
Alyson Griese, one of the counselors this year and a
member of Friendship UMC in Southern Maryland.

“A few summers ago,” Griese said, “the VBS program
at my church focused on raising money to buy mosquito

Erik Alsgaard

Andy Thornton, director at West River, checks out the Camp Store which raised $1,800 for Imagine No Malaria.
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BWC NEARS GOAL

As of Nov. 5, the Baltimore-Washington
Conference was $15,750 away from

r‘reaching its $2.1 million goal for Imagine
- No Malaria, according to the Rev. David
Slmpson

. Simpson recently hosted the National

. Christian Choir at Oakdale Emory UMC.
. A packed church enjoyed the music as
" they gathered to combat this beatable,
treatable disease.

Simpson, who along with his wife Sylvia
- chairs BWC's fundraising effort, praised
' the more than 50 percent of BWC
churches who have contributed to the
. campaign and prayed for those churches
“ who still have not yet made pledges to
sradicate malaria in Africa.
For information on the National Christian
oir, visit www.nationalchristianchoir.org.
o learn more about Imagine No Malaria
nd make a pledge VISIt http //bW :

oy Taremad

nets. When I heard the mission project at camp was the
same, I was moved to learn more.”

Using images available on the Imagine No Malaria
web site (http://imaginenomalaria.org/ ), Griese said
that she and other staff members set up a mosquito net
with clothespin mosquitoes in the dining hall, and made
it a point to describe the mission project every week as
part of morning praise time.

“Most days, I would see kids playing in and around the
net,” Griese said. “Quite a few climbed under it and sat
on the cot. They were adorable.”

By the end of the summer, West River had raised more
than $1,800 for Imagine No Malaria, one child at a time.
This was, Thornton said, the most ever for a mission
project.

It was January 2014. The youth of Pikeside UMC
in Martinsburg, W.Va., had just returned home from
the long trip to Ocean City, Md., the site of the annual
ROCK retreat. They decided they had to do something to
raise money and awareness for Imagine No Malaria.

Their goal: $1,000.

According to Kathleen Schaner, the youth determined
to do a walk and ask for donations.

“Skeeter Scamper” was the result, replete with
t-shirts, sold and worn for the walk.

Twenty-two runners, bikers and walkers attended,
along with 11 church family members who came out to

. support and cheer them on.

After the walk, on Sept. 6, the total amount raised
was announced: $2,200. The check for Imagine No
Malaria was presented to the Rev. Edgardo Rivera,
superintendent of the Frederick District, at the church’s
charge conference on Oct. 11.



