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“  ” W�� ���.”
It’s a phrase Bishop 

Marcus Matthews 
and leaders of the 

B a l t i m o r e - Wa s h i n g t o n Conference hope 
United Methodists will be learning in the coming year. 

“If we are to be the church of God, welcoming all 
people, we must speak the language of those just outside 
our doors,” the bishop said.

“In Montgomery County, more •-year-olds now speak 
Spanish than speak English,” Bishop Matthews said. 

County o�cials reported that in ���•, Hispanic 
children accounted for �� percent of all kindergartners. 
“What implications does this have for today’s Sunday 
School classes and for tomorrow’s church?” the bishop 
asked. “�roughout our conference, we increasingly need 
to speak Spanish if we want to talk with our neighbors.”

Leo Rodriguez, the BWC director of Hispanic/Latino 
Ministries, and the conference Committee on Hispanic 
Ministries is available to assist churches that want to 
expand their welcome to the Hispanic community. “It is 
important that in reaching out, we learn more than just 
language. We must also learn about culture,” Rodriguez 
said. Contact him at lrodriguez@bwcumc.org.

For this new year, we o�er a brief primer to introduce 
you to some religious Spanish words. Let your curiosity 
loose. �ink about sharing your church with a new 
accent and new people. Add some �avor. “�is is a 
culture that appreciates the colorful,” Rodriguez said. 
“It’s about family and creating community.”

To the right is a sampler. Start with one or two new 
words and see where God leads.

Just a note on pronunciation: In English there are �ve 
vowels and they are pronounced in �� di�erent ways. 
But in Spanish there are �ve vowel sounds and each is 
pronounced in only one way.

A = “ah” – like father or saw in English; agua, in 
Spanish;

E = “eh” – like bed or fed; bebe;
I = “ee” -  like bee or leaf, sí;
O = “oh” – like low, know; loco;
U = “oo” – like sue, do; grupo.
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 Christmas he will always remember. In the 
moments surrounding his daughter’s birth, Pastor 
Kyle Durbin was running across the church yard. He 
could hear his congregation singing “Hark the Herald 

Angels Sing.” Just minutes before, on Dec. �, he was 
standing in the pulpit at Centenary UMC in Shady Side 
at a Wednesday night worship service.  

He had been monitoring his cell phone all evening but 
turned it o� to preach. When he sat down, he turned 

the phone back on and saw a myriad of text and phone 
messages from Joanna, his wife, who was going into 
labor in the parsonage next door.

�e music director took over the service and Durbin 
dashed to her side. Harrison, �, was helping his 
mother stay calm, but Kyle immediately called the �re 
department, two houses down the road.

Within minutes, paramedics were at the house, but 
it was too late to try to get to a hospital. �e baby was 
on her way. Joanna lay down in a small hallway. It was 
•:�� p.m. when Kyle left the church and at •:�� p.m., 
Penelope Joy Lynn entered the world — � pounds, �� 
ounces, healthy and happy — a Christmas miracle.

�e family rode to the hospital, where mother and 
baby were checked out. On Friday they returned home 
about �� minutes before the church Christmas play was 
to begin. Kyle had written the play. Both new parents 
went and played their parts.

�roughout it all, there has been much rejoicing.
Durbin said he couldn’t help noting the similarities 

between the birth narratives. “But instead of shepherds, 
we had paramedics; instead of a stable, we had the 
parsonage; instead of wise men, we’ve had visitors from 
the congregation come with gifts,” he said. 

Harrison is thrilled with his new baby sister. He 

can tell you all about the safari animals Santa brought 
him for Christmas. And he can also tell the story of 
Penelope’s birth, and what a big help he was to his 
mother.

�e congregation, which Durbin has served since July, 
has also been extremely helpful, he said. “We couldn’t 
ask for more.”

“Waiting on the coming of the baby takes on whole 
new meaning this Advent,” Durbin concluded.  �ere’s 
been plenty of reason in his home for the Herald Angels 
to sing. 
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Dios
God

Con�ar
Trust

Laico
Laity

Altar
Altar

Evangelismo
Evangelism

Biblia
Bible

Iglesia
Church

Gozo
Joy

Fe
Faith

Cruci�xión
Cruci�xion

Cruz
Cross

Himnario
Hymn Pastor(a)

Clergy Cielo
Heaven

Santa Cena
Communion

Santuario
Sanctuary

Para Cantar
To Sing

Evangelio
Gospel

Amor
Love

Esperanza
Hope

Adoración
Worship

Para Predicar
To Preach

Para Escuchar
To Hear

Misión
Mission

Orar
To Pray

Oración
Prayer

Sermon
SermonPara Sanar

To Heal

Para Crear  
To Create

Para 
Bendecir 

To Bless

Para Servir 
To Serve

Para Compartir
To Share

Pan y Vino
Bread and Wine

Dar
To Give

Leer
To Read

Para Creer
To Believe

Iglesia 
Metodista 

Unida
United Methodist 

Church Jesucristo
Jesus Christ

Jesucristo
Jesus Christ

Resurrección
Resurrection

Discípulo
Disciple

Obispo
Bishop

A�icción
Sorrow

Alma
Soul

Pecado
Sin

Gloria
Glroy

Amen
AmenCongregación

Congregation

Misericordia
Mercy

Espíritu Santo
Holy Spirit 

Dios te 
bendiga

Advent birth gives this parsonage family a story to tell 
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