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Advent birth gives this parsonage family a

the phone back on and saw a myriad of text and phonecan tell you all about the safari animals Santa brought
messages from Joanna, his wife, who was going into  him for Christmas. And he can also tell the story of
labor in the parsonage next door. Penelope’s birth, and what a big help he was to his

e music director took over the service and Durbin  mother.
dashed to her side. Harrison, , was helping his
mother stay calm, but Kyle immediately called the re
department, two houses down the road.

Within minutes, paramedics were at the house, but
it was too late to try to get to a hospital. e baby was
on her way. Joanna lay down in a small hallway. It was
. p.m. when Kyle left the church and ats: p.m.,
Penelope Joy Lynn entered the world — pounds,
ounces, healthy and happy — a Christmas miracle.

e family rode to the hospital, where mother and
baby were checked out. On Friday they returned home
about minutes before the church Christmas play was
to begin. Kyle had written the play. Both new parents
went and played their parts.

roughout it all, there has been much rejoicing. e congregation, which Durbin has served since July,

Durbin said he couldn't help noting the similarities  has also been extremely helpful, he said. “We couldn’t
between the birth narratives. “But instead of shepherdsask for more.”
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Christmas he will always remember. In the
moments surrounding his daughter’s birth, Pastor
Kyle Durbin was running across the church yard. He
could hear his congregation singing “Hark the Herald

Angels Sing.” Just minutes before, on Dec. , he was
standing in the pulpit at Centenary UMC in Shady Side
at a Wednesday night worship service.
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we had paramedics; instead of a stable, we had the “Waiting on the coming of the baby takes on whole
~ parsonage; instead of wise men, we've had visitors froomew meaning this Advent,” Durbin concluded. ere’s
He had been monitoring his cell phone all evening buthe congregation come with gifts,” he said. been plenty of reason in his home for the Herald Angels

turned it o to preach. When he sat down, he turned Harrison is thrilled with his new baby sister. He to sing.



